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Founded in 2004, the Windham Rail Trail Alliance is dedicated to the development and management of this 4.6 mile section of abandoned rail bed as a paved rail trail which is part of the Granite State Rail Trail. Connected with Derry, the 2 trails offer 8 miles of paved trail, the longest stretch along an abandoned rail bed in New Hampshire! 
Significant this year is that 2 formal trail use counts were completed by Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission and DOT. The first was a surface tube conducted between August 24 and September 10 that recorded an unprecedented count of 6,486 trips. This type of counting wheeled users only. From October 9 to November 6 an eco-counter (visual and surface) picked up 11,511 trips, with a daily average of 397. Columbus Day weekend was an astounding 2,645. Counts are important and used for many aspects of a trail such as publicity, community/economic development, and grant/sponsor requirements. 
Approximately 490 hours were spent on maintenance by the WRTA and several trail volunteers on brush cutting, trash removal, cutting downed trees, and the critical chore of clearing the trail and drainage lines of leaves.  Included are over 70 hours of work at the Windham Depot that included mowing, landscaping, lawn upkeep and painting. Various maintenance and trail clean-up days we held assisted through our volunteer network. The WRTA also thanks those who contribute in their own way, picking up and keeping the trail clean. We are always looking for volunteers and sponsors, who may contact us through our website.
We are excited to announce that the bid to complete ¼ mile of the remaining section of trail was selected in December resulting from the Transportation Enhancement Grant previously awarded.  The required 20% match comes from the Town (as approved by a Warrant Article.) As well, the WRTA will fund the final ¼ portion from Roulston Road to the 111 bridge, thus bringing the completion of this work by the summer. 
This year’s 8th annual Flat n Fast 5k on June 14 brought 358 runners from many communities, continuing the popularity and participation of the USATF certified race. Overall winners were Sam Fazioli of Salem at 16:36 (course record) and Christina Supino of Windham at 19:04.3.
The 3rd annual Convenient MD 10K was held Sunday September 28 hosting 328 participants. The overall and men's winner, and setting the new course record at 32:45.5 was Joseph St. Pierre of Manchester.  Leading the women with also the Woman’s course record at 36:34.8 was Phoebe Novello of West Windsor, Vermont. Top NH Grand Prix team results had the Upper Valley Running Club (Lebanon, NH) edge out the Greater Derry Track Club 190 – 185. A big thanks to our major sponsor, Convenient MD who was the major motivator in recommending and offering to sponsor the race.
As always, the Windham Rail Trail Alliance is thankful for the support from town officials and accolades from our users. The formal usage counts show without any doubt the popularity and usage support the Windham Rail Trail as the most renowned paved rail trail in the state! Windham should take pride in that the success of the Windham Rail Trail has spread to the region, and along with the Derry section puts us on the national scene. We are happy to remain the exclamation point for rail trail recreation in Windham and New Hampshire!
Respectfully submitted,

[image: image2.png]Alliance




Mark Samsel, President, Windham Rail Trail Alliance
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